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C^SARISM. 

No one who reads and observes can fail to see that 
Caesarism, the old system of attempting to maintain right 
and justice and to overthrow evil by force, is making 
unprecedented efforts to maintain itself in the midst of 
our modern civilization. The development of armies and 
armaments in Europe, the multiplication of huge war- 
ships on the ocean, the efforts in this country to increase 
the militia, to secure universal military instruction in the 
schools, to give the boys connected with the churches a 
training in the arts of war under the seductive pretence 
of winning them to the influence of the gospel, the inven- 
tion of destructive police guns, the building of new 
armories in our cities, are all phases of the same move- 
ment and illustrate the same spirit. 

When our civil war was at its height and warlike pas- 
sions ruled the land, some one who had studied deeply 
the law of heredity said : "Woe be to the nation that 
treads on our toes twenty-five years from now." It 
really seems as if the crop of hereditary military instincts 
is just now ripening with alarming rapidity. And not 
alone from this source are we being militarized. The 
influence of the old world, with its massive displays of 
trained men and its bayonets gleaming in every corner 
of Europe, is casting its deadly spell over us. We are 
fascinated by it. It is so immense, so irresistible, so 
dazzling. We are afraid of it. We are so helpless in 
our present trustful American condition. We want to be 
"in peace but not in pieces." Righteousness and justice 
and fair dealing are good things but can not be depended 
on. So we build great ocean war-dogs ; we manufacture 
more and more Gattling guns ; we construct huge coast - 
defence guns ; we undertake to build up, at immense 
cost, a lot of coast fortifications. 

This is by no means the spirit of all of our people, but 
it is the spirit of no small part of it and that the part 
which is most listened to in the halls of legislation and in 



the councils of government. So we, Americans, who 
have claimed to be free from the weaknesses and wicked- 
ness of the old world, to have a wiser and freer spirit, to 
lead the progress of the world, are all at once bowing 
down to the very worst features of Europeanism. 

In pointing out the beginnings of this grave and 
threatening evil, which has displayed unusual activity 
during the last twelve months, we are not alarmists. We 
believe that under Christ the movement of the world is 
towards light and not towards darkness, whatever at- 
tempts evil may make to survive. There is a movement 
going on which is by and by to overturn completely this 
Csesarism of the past and to put into its place a new 
spirit and new weapons. Love is to be enthroned and is 
to conquer. It has already had many victories. It is 
this on which we most often dwell. But we can not shut 
our eyes to these increasingly open manifestations of the 
effort of force to reinstate itself, or rather to maintain 
itself, on the throne of the world. It is humiliating to 
see our country all at once begin to reverse its historic 
character and to put into the fore front of its life what it 
has always kept in the background. It is blindness and 
folly, nay more, it is cowardice and wickedness to do so. 
We shall disgrace ourselves, if we go on, before the best 
eyes of Europe, which have been looking to us for the 
redemption of the world from the curse of war and of the 
worship of force. 

What the outcome is to be no one can see. We more 
than half believe that the enlightened common sense of 
our people will rise up and put a stop to the inroads of 
militarism before it becomes so strong as to be uncon- 
trollable. Many thoughtful men are already becoming 
aware of the true condition of things and are speaking 
out what they think. If the Christian sentiment of the 
land can only be awakened, the contest will be a short 
and sharp one and the decision on the right side. Other- 
wise we know not what of darkness and terror may be in 
store for us. 

We are glad to quote, in this connection, some pas- 
sages from a remarkable paper in the March number of 
the Arena, by Mr. B. O. Flower, the editor, which has 
suggested to us the title of this article and which, from a 
somewhat different standpoint, confirms strongly what we 
have often expressed in these columns. After callino- 
attention to the fact that " Europe and America are fac° 
ing one of those mighty crises which are attended by the 
shattering of old time ideals and the downfall of condi- 
tions which humanity has outgrown " he says : 

"There are two ways of meeting the grave problems 
which confront us. One may be characterized as the 
policy of Caesar, the other the method' of Jesus. One 
finds expression in the iron heel of brute force, and in the 
reasonless fury of the savage and the wild beast. The 
other displays a profound understanding of the human 
soul, and is the expression of a wise appreciation of the 
eternal verities of right and wrong and their consequences. 
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One method considers only the present moment. . . It 
says : ' This man troubleth us. He speaks against the 
established order ; he is an innovator and foments dis- 
content. Therefore we will crucify him, and that will end 
the whole matter.' That was Caesar's method. . . 

" The method of Jesus rests on an entirely different 
plane. . . He realized that the employment of force 
lowered the conflict to the animal plane and awakened the 
fiercer passions ; that hate begat hate, and that injustice 
brutalized, while by lifting the question to the soul plane, 
man could overcome evil by good or drive out darkness 
by light, and in so doing lift toward the divine all who 
come under the ennobling spell of love. . . 

" It would naturally be supposed that after nineteen 
hundred years of Christianity there would be no question 
as to the method to be adopted, in a nation which prides 
itself on being preeminently Christian. . . And yet 
what, as a matter of fact, is the policy being pursued by 
the republic as she prepares to answer the demand of an 
awakened people who ask for nothing more than jus- 
tice . . ? In our cities during the past decade, multitudi- 
nous armories have been erected, which mock religion and 
frown hatefully on civilization. In Boston, not content 
with her massive brick armories, a new white-stone bas- 
tile-like edifice is rearing its massive front on Columbus 
avenue, from whose windows, as a gentleman in the build- 
ing recently explained to a friend, Columbus avenue can 
be swept above and below by Gattling guns in case of 
trouble." 

Mr. Flower quotes Governor Greenhalge as saying in 
his inaugural address, January 4, that " the militia is the 
sword-arm of the Commonwealth." He further says : 

"Another ominous and, to me, deplorable expression of 
the savage spirit regnant at this time is noticeable in the 
military spirit being fostered in our common schools. At 
the very moment when the best minds of the world began 
to hope that the days of war were over, that the spirit of 
militarism was giving place to higher ideals, and that ar- 
bitration would in the future settle the misunderstandings 
or quarrels of civilized peoples ; when it seemed that hu- 
manity was rising above narrow natural prejudice in the 
scale of human judgment ; when it seemed that justice 
rather than partisanship would rule in the council halls of 
nations — we find in the republic a passion for militarism 
being fostered in the minds of the young, and the old 
dream of glory through murder is thus being instilled in 
plastic brains. 

" I know all the claims or excuses advanced for this, 
but to me they seem puerile and entirely unjustifiable in 
face of the fact that the drilling of the children appeals to 
an element in their nature which centuries of civilization 
have only partially subdued, that it awakens the savage 
in many, and that it places military leaders as life-mould- 
ing ideals rather than intellectual or spiritual heroes." 

He then proceeds to show how the Government at 
Washington is fostering this war spirit in connection with 
the Colleges and High Schools of the country. He quotes 
from ex-President Harrison's letter in the January Cen- 
tury, and criticises it much as has been done in the Advo- 
cate. The spirit and policy of the country in this regard 
" sets at naught," in his judgment, " the life and teach- 
ings of the One who cried : ' Put up thy sword ; for they 
that take the sword shall perish by the sword.' " 



These brave words of Mr. Flower are none too strong. 
The evil which he exposes in connection with the social 
and industrial questions of the hour is pervading all mod- 
ern society. The most discouraging thing about it all is 
that so many good men, Christian men, are either entirely 
indifferent to it, or openly encourage it. They claim to 
see no want of harmony between a sword dripping with a 
brother's blood, and the tender and loving spirit of Jesus 
of Nazareth, who died to save others rather than lift one 
finger to save his own life. They pretend to trust God 
and to believe in the conquering power of love and self- 
sacrifice, but on all the more grave occasions, when their 
theory might be really tested, they draw back and say 
there is no other resort but the smiting sword and the 
death-dealing Gattling gun. Militarism is growing and 
spreading on these excuses and this faithlessness of men 
who suppose themselves to be children of light and 
children of the day. The evil whose further developments 
we honestly confess that we greatly dread could not 
live a year if all who claim to follow Jesus Christ as 
both Saviour and Lord would think and say and do what 
is written in the most unequivocal way on every page of 
His Gospel. 



GLADSTONE'S RETIREMENT. 

William E. Gladstone's resignation of the Premiership 
of Great Britain, which had for some time been expected, 
occurred on the 3d of March. It was "graciously accepted" 
by Her Majesty, who six years ago received Lord Salis- 
bury's resignation " with much regret." He would prob- 
ably not have taken this step yet but for the fact that 
failing eyesight rendered it difficult for him to perform 
the duties of the office. 

It is not surprising that Mr. Gladstone's retirement has 
attracted the attention of the civilized world as but few 
recent events have done. He is, without doubt, the 
greatest of living Englishmen and, looked at all round, 
much the greatest living statesman. As a scholar he has 
held a very high rank. In character he has been excep- 
tionally high-minded and noble. He has been in po- 
litical life for more than sixty years, having entered 
Parliament in time to help in the abolition of British colo- 
nial slavery. He has been the leader in many of the most 
important reforms which have engaged English thought 
since 1840. His eloquence has been the charm of all 
who have heard him. His personal magnetism has held 
men together in reform movements where all other bonds 
would probably have failed. He has been four times Prime 
Minister of the British Empire, having just closed, at the 
age of 85, his fourth term of office which has lasted for 
six years. 

Mr. Gladstone began life as a Tory, but soon became a 
Liberal, and he has been, speaking in general terms, the 
highest embodiment as well as the noblest spokesman of 



